Patient characteristics and fairness.
This study examines the fairness concept of health care professionals, and asks whether they are willing to use a patient's age and other potential fairness characteristics rather than health benefits as relevant arguments in the allocation of health care resources? The patient characteristics in the health care professionals' survey encompass age, productivity and lifestyle. The study is a replication of a much older study from the 1970s. The present study finds that the understanding of fairness among health care professionals differs from concepts of fairness in legislation. The status of various patient characteristics as rationing arguments has remained much the same, although nowadays health care professionals are expected to be more aware of moral dimensions and also legislation on patients' rights. The fairness concept of health care professionals may lead to resource allocation decisions that deviate from the intention of such legislation.